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Let Love Lead You

Dear Members and Friends of the Diamond Bar Woman’s Club,

Welcome back! As we begin a new club year, I am filled with gratitude, enthusiasm, and a

renewed sense of purpose for all that lies ahead for the Diamond Bar Woman’s Club.

September represents a new beginning for us—a time to reconnect, refocus, and

recommit ourselves to the values that have sustained this organization for more than 60

years. Our Club has a proud history of service to the community, and each generation of

members has contributed something meaningful to the legacy we enjoy today. As we

move forward together, it is our responsibility not only to honor that legacy, but to

continue building upon it. 

As your President, my motto is “Let Love Lead You.” Those words represent the spirit in

which I hope we will approach everything we do this year. Let love lead us in how we serve

our community. Let love guide how we support one another. Let it influence how we

communicate, how we resolve our differences, how we welcome new members, and how

we represent the Diamond Bar Woman’s Club.

Our strength has never been measured simply by the number of projects we complete or

events we hold. Our greatest strength is found in our members—the women who give their

time, talents, ideas, compassion, and energy in service to others. Every member has

something valuable to contribute, and every act of service, whether large or small, helps

move our mission forward. That mission continues to be reflected in the work for which

our Club has become known: providing scholarships to local students, supporting

individuals and families affected by domestic violence, honoring and assisting active-duty

military personnel and veterans, participating in community activities, and supporting

programs that improve the lives of others. 

September also provides us with an important opportunity to put those values into action.

On September 26, 2026, the Diamond Bar Woman’s Club will participate in the GFWC

International Day of Service, with a focus on Domestic Violence Awareness & Prevention. 

. 

By Marriyan Hill

President’s Message
D I A M O N D  B A R  W O M A N ’ S  C L U B
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This initiative gives us an opportunity not only to support survivors, but also to educate,

raise awareness, encourage prevention, and remind our community that meaningful change

begins when people are willing to become involved. Our club is hosting a donation drive, for

new or gently used purses and toiletries to be stuffed into the purses, to support people

affected by domestic violence. The donations will be accepted on September 24, 2026, at

the monthly open mic: 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765.

As we begin this new year together, I encourage each of you to consider a simple question:

What can I contribute? Perhaps it is volunteering for a project, joining a committee, sharing

a new idea, mentoring another member, attending an event, inviting someone to learn about

our Club, or simply offering encouragement when it is needed. There is a place for every

member to participate, and our collective impact grows when each of us brings something

to the table. I also want us to remember that fellowship is an important part of who we are.

We work hard, but we should also make time to laugh, celebrate, create friendships,

recognize accomplishments, and enjoy one another. A strong organization is built not only

through service, but through relationships.

Our Club has much to be proud of. The Diamond Bar Woman’s Club has been recognized for

leadership, communications and public relations, fundraising, membership, health and

wellness, and arts and culture. Those accomplishments are a reflection of members who

were willing to work together toward a common purpose. 

Now we have the opportunity to write the next chapter.

My hope for 2026–2027 is that we will continue to grow—not simply in membership, but in

service, visibility, participation, collaboration, friendship, and impact. I want our community

to know who the Diamond Bar Woman’s Club is, what we stand for, and what happens when

dedicated women come together with a genuine desire to serve.
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I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as your President, and I am equally grateful for each of

you who chooses to stand beside me in this work. Leadership is never the work of one person. The

success of this Club belongs to all of us.

So, as we return from our summer break and begin another year of service, let us move forward

with renewed energy, open hearts, and a shared commitment to making a difference.

Let us support one another.

 Let us serve with purpose.

 Let us strengthen our community.

 And above all, let love lead us.

Here’s to a wonderful and meaningful year ahead.

With appreciation and in service,

Marriyan Hill

 President

Diamond Bar Woman’s Club

“Let Love Lead You”



Welcome Back, Diamond Bar Woman’s Club!

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer filled with moments to rest, recharge, and

enjoy the people and experiences that bring you joy.

As we return to our regularly scheduled meetings this September, I am truly excited to

be back together and to begin this new season of service with each of you. I’m

especially looking forward to stepping fully into my role as Recording Secretary and

serving alongside so many incredible women who are also beginning new roles and

bringing their own gifts, ideas, and energy to our club.

There is something powerful about a group of women coming together with a shared

commitment to serve, connect, and make a difference. Each of us brings something

unique to the table, and when we combine those strengths, our collective impact can

reach far beyond what any one of us could accomplish alone.

I’m looking forward to the conversations we’ll have, the relationships we’ll continue to

build, the work we’ll accomplish, and most importantly, the impact we will create

together in our community.

Here’s to a wonderful new club year. I’m happy to be back, honored to serve, and excited

for all that is ahead!

Warmly,

Tracy Evanson

Recording Secretary

Diamond Bar Woman’s Club

Recording Secretary
D I A M O N D  B A R  W O M A N ’ S  C L U B

By Tracy Evanson
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A Message from Your New Corresponding Secretary 

As summer comes to a close, I am excited to serve as the Diamond Bar Women’s Club’s

Corresponding Secretary for the upcoming term. 

Even though we did not hold formal meetings over the summer, our members remained

active! In June, I had the privilege of serving as a judge at Diamond Bar’s Juneteenth

Community Festival and participating in the crowning of Miss Juneteenth. In July, our

club hosted a booth at Concerts in the Park, where we gave away children’s books and

connected with local families. By August, I dusted off my boots and donned my western

attire for our Western BBQ Line Dance Fundraiser—it was wonderful to dance, mingle,

and meet new friends. I also attended the San Gabriel Valley District Summer Training

Workshop, which provided insightful guidance on board best practices, procedures,

membership and the duties of each office. 

As we gear up for the 2026–2027 year, I am honored to step into my role on the

Executive Board. My goal is to keep our members informed, connected, and engaged

while supporting the work our club does throughout the community. I look forward to

our upcoming events and to making a meaningful difference alongside all of you

through service, friendship, and generosity. 

Warmly, 

Lydia Narcisse 

 Corresponding Secretary 

Diamond Bar Woman’s Club

 

Corresponding Secretary
D I A M O N D  B A R  W O M A N ’ S  C L U B

By Lydia Narcisse 
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Treasurer’s September 2026 Message…….. “Tell A Woman”

Welcome Back Club Members,

I trust everybody had a peaceful and joyful break for the summer. Spending time with

family and friends should always come first.

 The month of September brings Big Idea’s as we prepare to move into the new fiscal

year. Let’s start with promoting our organizational skills and values. As a club member, I

do believe you should always stand for what you believe and provide a strategic plan to

implement any project and/or program you would like to move forward with.

Sharing Tidbits of what you should know to get started: This information is being made

available to all Club Members that choose to take on a Chairmanship and/or a

Committee as a Volunteer of the Club.

1. Naming the Event - Project/Program

Location/Venue

Time

Date

2. Event Budget

Create Income Statement

Create Expenses Statement

Create Revenue Statement

Implement Financial Rationale

3. Committee Planning

Select talented Individual 

Assignment of Event Task

Specific written and/or oral communications

Target building your guest structure 
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Treasurer
D I A M O N D  B A R  W O M A N ’ S  C L U B

By Abbey Howell



4. Facilitator

Utilize the impact of the individuals Leadership skills

Knowledge of Programs and Policies

Provides Resources and Strategies

Helps to keep programs and events moving in the right direction

5. Most important Rule of Thumb, HAVE FUN………………..

Thank you, 

Abbey Howell

Treasurer

Diamond Bar Woman’s Club
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September welcomes us back from summer with a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the

many ways art and culture connect us to one another. Through music, poetry, literature, visual

art, history, heritage, and creative expression, we are able to tell our stories, preserve

traditions, explore different perspectives, and discover the things we have in common.

The Diamond Bar Woman’s Club is proud to bring Arts & Culture programming to our

community. As we begin a new club year, I encourage our members to think about the arts not

simply as entertainment, but as an important part of a healthy and vibrant community. Art

gives people a voice. Culture gives us an opportunity to understand one another. Together,

they help create connections that cross generations and backgrounds.

September — Days of Note

September offers many opportunities to celebrate arts, culture, history, and education.

September 7 – Labor Day honors the contributions and achievements of American workers.

Throughout our history, artists, writers, photographers, musicians, and filmmakers have

documented the American labor experience and helped preserve those stories for future

generations. 

September 8 – International Literacy Day reminds us of the importance of literacy and

education. For those of us who love poetry, books, journaling, and creative writing, it is also a

reminder of the extraordinary power of the written word. 

September 9 – California Admission Day commemorates California becoming the 31st state in

1850. Our state's rich cultural history has influenced American art, architecture, literature,

music, film, and countless other forms of creative expression. 

September 11 – Patriot Day is a day of remembrance for those whose lives were lost on

September 11, 2001, and an opportunity to honor the courage and sacrifice of first responders

and others who served. Art, photography, music, memorials, and poetry have played an

important role in preserving the stories and emotions of that day for future generations. 

Celebrating Creativity,
Culture & Community

A R T S  &  C U L T U R E  

By Marriyan Hill
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September 13–19 – National Arts in Education Week is particularly meaningful to Arts &

Culture. It recognizes the importance of arts education and the role that music, dance, theater,

literature, and visual arts play in learning and development. 

September 15 – October 15 – National Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the histories,

cultures, achievements, and contributions of Hispanic and Latino Americans. This is a

wonderful time to explore Hispanic and Latino artists, authors, poets, musicians, dancers,

filmmakers, and cultural traditions. 

September 17 – Constitution Day and Citizenship Day commemorates the signing of the U.S.

Constitution and recognizes those who have become American citizens. The ideas of freedom

and expression associated with our nation's history have had a profound influence on American

literature, journalism, theater, music, and the arts. 

And on September 22, autumn officially begins. For centuries, the changing seasons have

inspired poets, painters, musicians, photographers, and writers. Perhaps September is the

perfect month to allow the beauty of a new season to inspire something creative of your own. 
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One of the Diamond Bar Woman’s Club's ongoing Arts & Culture projects is the Diamond Bar

Renaissance Open Mic, and we invite you to join us this month on:

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Performances begin at 7:00 p.m.

The event is held at South Coast Air Quality Management District, 21865 Copley Drive, Room

CC6, Diamond Bar, CA 91765. The Club website describes the Diamond Bar Renaissance as a

free monthly event, typically held on a selected Thursday, and open to artists of all ages. This

month we are hosting a donation drive at this event for the GFWC International Day of Service

that highlights Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention. We are collecting new or gently

used purses, toiletries to be stuffed into the purses and or money to buy the items.

What makes the Diamond Bar Renaissance special is that you do not have to fit into one

particular definition of an artist to participate. Our stage has welcomed singers, musicians,

poets and other creatives, while visual artists such as photographers and jewelers have also

been represented. Sing your favorite song. Play your favorite instrument. Recite an original

poem or one you love. Share your artwork. Or simply come, sit back, enjoy the evening, and

support the talented people in our community.

The Diamond Bar
Renaissance Open Mic

A R T S  &  C U L T U R E  

By Marriyan Hill
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The word “Renaissance” was intentionally chosen because creativity should not be confined to

one art form. The Renaissance is about expression, discovery, creativity and community.

Whether you have performed for years, are sharing your work publicly for the first time, or

simply appreciate the arts, there is a place for you.

I especially encourage our Diamond Bar Woman’s Club members to attend. Your presence

matters. Every artist deserves an audience, and sometimes one of the most meaningful ways

we can support Arts & Culture is simply by showing up, listening, applauding, and encouraging

someone to continue creating.

Invite a friend. Bring a neighbor. Encourage a young artist. Come meet someone new. And if

there is an artist in your life who has been waiting for an opportunity to share their talent, tell

them about the Diamond Bar Renaissance.

As we begin another Club year, I look forward to continuing to expand Arts & Culture and

finding new ways to celebrate the creativity and cultural richness within our community.

Art gives us a voice.

 Culture tells our stories.

 And when we share both, we create community.

I hope to see you at the Diamond Bar Renaissance Open Mic on September 24!

With creativity and appreciation, 

Marriyan Hill

 Chairman, Arts & Culture

Diamond Bar Woman’s Club
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WANDA TANAKA: A LEGACY OF
SERVICE, LEADERSHIP & LOVE FOR
COMMUNITY

WOMEN HISTORY

Women’s history is often associated with famous women whose

accomplishments changed our nation or our world. But women’s

history is also being written every day, in our own communities, by

women who dedicate their lives to serving others. They are the women

who volunteer when help is needed, mentor young people, strengthen

organizations, support their neighbors, champion important causes,

and quietly give countless hours of their lives without expecting

anything in return. Wanda Tanaka was one of those women.

This month, the Diamond Bar Woman’s Club recognizes and

remembers Wanda, a longtime Diamond Bar resident and respected

community leader whose recent passing is deeply felt by the many

people and organizations touched by her life of service. Wanda and

her husband made Diamond Bar their home in 1976, and over the

decades that followed, she became part of the fabric of this

community. Her volunteerism reached across numerous organizations

and causes, including the Diamond Bar Friends of the Library,

Diamond Bar Senior Club, Miss Diamond Bar Scholarship Pageant,

Diamond Bar Relay for Life, Inland Valley Humane Society and S.P.C.A.,

Lions Clubs International and the Diamond Bar Woman’s Club.

By Marriyan Hill
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Yet when we remember a woman like Wanda, a list of organizations and accomplishments tells only part

of her story. Her true legacy can be found in the people she influenced and the spirit of service she helped

instill in others.

One of the most meaningful chapters of Wanda’s community service was her commitment to young

people. Wanda and her husband were instrumental in establishing Leo Clubs at Diamond Bar High School

and Chaparral Middle School, where they served as advisors and helped introduce generations of young

people to leadership, volunteerism, and community service. That contribution deserves special

recognition because when we teach a young person to serve, the impact extends far beyond a single

volunteer project. We plant seeds of compassion, responsibility, leadership, and civic engagement that

can influence a lifetime.



Wanda understood that. She did not simply volunteer herself; she helped create volunteers. She did

not simply lead; she helped develop future leaders. That may be among the greatest gifts any

community leader can leave behind.

Wanda’s commitment to service also extended deeply into the Lions organization. She became a

member of the Diamond Bar Breakfast Lions Club in 2001, served twice as Club President, assumed

additional leadership responsibilities, and received numerous recognitions for her contributions. Her

service was also recognized by the community she loved. Wanda and her husband were named

Community Heroes by the City of Diamond Bar, and in 2012 they were recognized with a Lions

International Lion of the Year award for their humanitarian service.

Those honors are significant, but perhaps the greatest recognition of Wanda’s life cannot be placed

on a plaque or certificate. It can be found in the people who remember her, in the young people she

encouraged, in the organizations that are stronger because she served, and in the community

projects that continue because someone like Wanda was willing to step forward and show others

what was possible.

There is a special reason Wanda’s story belongs in our Women’s History column. The Diamond Bar

Woman’s Club has its own long history of women coming together in service. Since 1963, women in

our Club have volunteered, raised funds, provided scholarships, supported community causes,

promoted education and culture, and worked to improve the lives of others. Wanda’s journey

reminds us that we are all contributing to the history of Diamond Bar while we are living it.

Every woman who chooses to serve becomes part of that story. Some will hold titles and receive

awards. Others will work quietly behind the scenes. But collectively, women who give their time,

talents, compassion, and leadership create institutions, traditions, opportunities, and relationships

that can endure long after their individual service has ended. Wanda leaves that kind of legacy.

This September, the Diamond Bar Woman’s Club will have an especially meaningful opportunity to

turn remembrance into action. As our Club participates in the GFWC International Day of Service on

September 26, 2026, for Domestic Violence Awareness & Prevention, we will collaborate with the

Healed Women Heal organization with a special service project to make a donation in honor of the

late Wanda Tanaka.
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We will collect new or gently used purses and women’s toiletry items that will be “stuffed” into the

donated purses. Monetary contributions of $25, $50, or $100 will also be accepted to help purchase

purses and toiletry items. The completed donations will benefit women selected by the Healed

Women Heal organization. There is something especially fitting about honoring Wanda in this way.

The Diamond Bar Woman’s Club will join with an organization that is dedicated to serve others who

need compassion, dignity, and support. Her legacy will continue through service. That is more than a

memorial; it is a continuation of the work and values that were important to her.

Women’s History gives us an opportunity to recognize women whose lives have made a difference,

but we should not have to look only to distant history to find them. Sometimes they lived in our

neighborhoods. Sometimes we sat beside them at community meetings. Sometimes they

volunteered at the same events we attended. Sometimes they encouraged our children. And

sometimes we do not fully appreciate the history someone has created until we are called upon to

carry a portion of that legacy forward.

Wanda Tanaka was part of the history of Diamond Bar. She was a volunteer, a mentor, a leader, and

a community servant. Perhaps most importantly, she understood that a stronger community is

created when people are willing to give something of themselves for the benefit of others.

As we remember Wanda, may we do more than celebrate the life she lived. May we continue the

example she gave us. May we mentor another generation, support one another, answer when our

community calls, and remember that one of the most enduring ways to honor a life devoted to

service is through service of our own.

The Diamond Bar Woman’s Club extends its heartfelt condolences to Wanda’s family, friends, fellow

Lions and Leos, and the many members of our community whose lives she touched. We thank Wanda

for the years she gave to Diamond Bar, for believing in our young people, for demonstrating the

power of community service, and for leaving behind a legacy worthy of continuing.

In Loving Memory of Wanda Tanaka

Her Service Made a Difference. Her Leadership Inspired Others. Her Legacy Lives On.

Marriyan Hill

Women’s History

Diamond Bar Woman’s Club
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MARY HENRY | SEPT 4

WILLIE MAE HARRIS | SEPT 8

RUTH LOW | SEPT 9

CATHERINE BLUTCHER | SEPT 16

DR. JUDITH FOYABO | SEPT 16

ESSENCE GUSS | SEPT 27

JOY JUAREZ | SEPT 30 
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SUMMER CLUB PHOTOS
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